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                   As   an    open    and      
           affirming church,  ALL are 
welcome into  our family. The 
Good News of God’s grace is for 
everyone regardless of age, 
abilities, race, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, income, physical 
and mental health, education, or 
strength of faith.  There is nothing 
we do, have done, or will do that 
can separate us from God’s love.  
And since God makes no 
exceptions, neither do we. 

                         The Trussell-Smiths     
                      have a family tradition                  
                       of celebrating “Burns   
                       Night,” which falls on 
January 25th. This fun event is a 
time to honor both the Bard of 
Scotland, Robert Burns, who is 
best known as the author of "Auld 
Lang Syne,” but also a time to revel 
in Scottish identity.  
    April knows her family goes back 
to Scotland on both sides; whereas, 
Tim’s dad once told him his family 
“might be horse thieves from 
Texas.” Still, he’s at least Scottish 
by marriage and has an odd affinity 
for bagpipes.  
    This will be a relatively low-key 
and informal version of Burns 
Night, but with plenty of good food, 
songs, poetry, and “addresses.” If 
you’d like to be involved in more 
than just attending, maybe by 
reading a poem or sharing a song, 

or preparing a dish, let Tim or April 
know! 
 

    The Christmas season is a time 
when the juxtaposition between the 
sacred and secular 
seems sometimes 
blatantly opposed 
and sometimes 
quite blurred. The 
word “sacred” 
points to something 
dedicated as holy and set apart.    
    This year you are invited to a 
spiritual journey of seeing all things 
pregnant with the holy.  
    What could our experience of the 
Advent and Christmas season be if 
we lived it imagining that everything 
is reflecting the sacred? 
 

T’was the very first Christmas  
and there in the manger  

the Christ-child was born:  
it couldn’t have been stranger.  

Shepherds saw angels; 
 wise men, a star.   

They came to see Jesus;  
they came from afar. 

They knew he was special -  
God’s very own son;  
He came to the earth  

to love everyone. 
He grew up in time,  
the Savior, the Lord, 

To be worshiped each day,  
to be loved and adored. 

So now here at Christmas  
we all take delight 

in the gift that God gave us  
that first Christmas night. 

In the gifts we receive  
and the ones that we give,  

Let us never forget,  
It’s in Christ that we live. 

    Sunday, December 18th, at 9:30 
worship, our FCC children will 
present the sermon in the form of a 
Christmas musical, telling the story 
of Christ’s birth in a stable. 
    Before that can happen, though, 
we’ll need to have some special 
practices in the sanctuary so the 
kids will be confident that they 
know exactly where they should be 
or where to go for their part. 
    Our special rehearsals will be: 
Saturday, December 10th 3:00-
4:30; Wednesday, December 14th, 
6:00-7:15 PM; and our final dress 
rehearsal and Christmas party, 
December 17th, 10:30-1:00. 
    We have some really young 
“actors” this year, so prepare 
yourselves for a lot of cuteness. 

Terry, Sharon & Reagan
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Deacon Team:  Team  #1 
Greeters:  Al & Mary LeBio 

Scripture Readers:   Ron Herlitz, Tom Clark  
Sound Technician:   Jim Pysh 
Building Monitor:  Tom Wheele 

Elders:  Janet Biggs, Peter Steeves 
                                    
 
 

Deacon Team:  Team  #2 
Greeters:  Rita DeMan, Jeff Newcomb 

Scripture Readers:   Casey & Reagan Weitzel 
Sound Technician:  Chris Clifford 

Building Monitor:  Al LeBio 
Elders:  Kae Howell, Beth Ingram  

 

Deacon Team:  Team  #1 
Greeters:  Jeff & Casey Weitzel 

Scripture Readers:  Children’s Christmas Program 
Sound Technician:  Jim Pysh 

Building Monitor:  Allen Hamilton 
Elders:  Cheryl Girman, John Springsteen  

Deacon Team:  Team  #2 
Greeters:  TBA 

Scripture Readers:  Diane Yeager, Mary LeBio 
Sound Technician:  John Springsteen 

Building Monitor:  Chris Clifford 
Elders: Dave Yeager, Leslie Maxwell 

   
                                      

             10/30/22:   87 at 9:30 Worship 
             11/06/22:   90 at 9:30 Worship 
             11/13/22:     75 at 9:30 Worship       
             11/20/22:   101 at  9:30 Worship 
  11/27/22:       94 at  9:30 Worship 
   

John Doyle; Karen Malone;  
Dick Massom; Roy Moutaw;  

Leroy Ritter (Alta Mae Frobish’s brother); 
Carol Steinbach;  

Chuck & Marian Worden;  
5-year-old Corbin  
(family of Lori Timm); 

Kathy (mother of Carol Kuznicki’s friend); 
Steve Nickles (Sal Oestreich’s brother);  

Sal Oestreich’s sister;  
Beverly Fitzgerald (Joanna Howell’s grandmother); 

Unspoken Requests;  
Our Homebound Members;  

Our Church Ministries;  
The People of Ukraine 

and 

The Family of Penny Jo Morris 
 

 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Tim Trussell-Smith 
Office Administrator: Terry Pickering   

Director of Music:  Dan Pritchett 
Communications Coordinator: 

Lani Januchowski 
Council President:  Doug Ross  

Vice-President:  Ruth Lang 
Council Secretary:  Susan Mowbray 

Treasurer:  Mickey Koehler  
Assistant Treasurer:  Allen Hamilton 

Nursery Coordinator:  Nikki Lawrence 

Monday-Friday  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Church Phone: (219) 462-5615     

Office email: sec@fccvalpo.org 
Website:   va lpo.church  
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The 9:30 in-person services will  
continue to be live-streamed at 9:30 

and will be available for viewing  
later from our website. 
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Dick Massom ............ 24 
Becky Springsteen ..... 24 
Ethan Pickering ........ 27 
Cody Martin ............. 28 
Penny Pysh ............. 29 
John Springsteen ...... 29 
Kae Howell .............. 31 
Kelly Kay ................ 31 
 
 

Lauri Wertz ............. 11 
Eva Maxwell ............ 16 
Gavin Ellis .............. 17 
Norma Armstrong ..... 19 
Carole Horner .......... 20 
Ayden Pickering ....... 20 
Nan Steeves ............ 20 
Carol Kuznicki ......... 24 
 
 

Barbie Herlitz ........... 3 
Barb Wheele  ............ 3 
Andy Gazdich ............ 4 
Cheryl Girman ........... 4 
Cynthia Roberts ......... 4 
Kevin Cole ................ 6 
Lucas Pysh ............... 6 
Stephen Howell ........ 11 
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Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for 
all your loving support 
and prayers to us.  We 
especially appreciate 
the wonderful Thanks-

giving meal you sent home with 
Chuck the Sunday of the dinner.  It 
helps to know you are thinking of 
us.  Blessings to all of you. 

Fondly, 

Chuck & Marian Worden 

 

    During October, 194 families 
(an increase from 162 last month) 
were served, providing 514 people 
(up from 421 last month) with food 
and supplies.   With the increase 
in numbers, all of 
the “usual” food 
items were 
needed with the 
addition of some 
Thanksgiving 
“extras” such as 
cranberries, sweet potatoes, 
turkey gravy, and chicken 
broth.  We were informed that 
turkeys were scarce this year, so 
we asked people who had an extra 
bird to pass it on to a pantry family 
for the special holiday meal.   
    Fruit juices, facial tissue, 
pancake mix, syrup, mixed 
veggies, and saltines are always 
appreciated items.  Any donations 
– canned items and/or monetary – 

are used to assist 
families in our 
neighborhood that 
need help from 
the Christian 
Food Pantry, 

which has been serving the 
community for 40 years as of this 
November.  Maybe an “extra 
donation” can serve as a “happy 
anniversary” gift for this special 
ministry. 
 Thank you to ALL who help 
in any way with the mission of the 
pantry.   
 Nan, Founder (219) 464-6179; 

Sharon (219) 464-1764; 
and all of our  

wonderful volunteers 

 
    Bookies meet at 7:15 
PM the fourth Tuesday of 
the month in the church 
library.  Every attendee 
gets to choose one or 
two books each year to 
be read.  Book discussions are 
lively and often lead to some good 
lessons for life.  Since winter is 
setting in, please spend some time 
reading one of these selections 
and join our group.  If you need a 
ride, please call Becky 
Springsteen (219-241-3887) or 
Mickey Koehler (219-840-1730). 
    The Bookies will not meet in 
December due to the Christmas 
holidays. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

   

  Merry Christmas from the Choir 
and the Praise Band!  We have 
lots of familiar Christmas music 
coming up for the holidays,  plus  a 
few new pieces and arrangements 
that hopefully will also add to your 
holiday season.  The Choir will be 
in a "choral  retreat" on Saturday, 
December 3.  We will have fun 
rehearsing, not only the Christmas 
music, but will also be looking 
ahead to music for the new 

year.  We will start at 9:30 AM in 
the Sanctuary, and go until 2:30 
PM.   
    December 11th at 3:00 PM,  we 
are planning to do some 
caroling.  After we go around to 
our homebound folks, we are 
planning on heading out to 
McAllister's Deli for a bite to 
eat.  We would love to have 
members of our congregation join 
us for this fun event.  
    We also have started a 
Christmas Carol Sing-Along before 
all of our Sunday services in 
December.  Plans 
are to sing three or 
four songs before 
the service 
begins; so if you 
would like to sing 
more Christmas songs than we fit 
into a worship service, please 
come a little early and join us in 
song.  We start singing at 9:20 
AM. 
    Lastly, we are delighted to 
announce that Wilma Ault and 
Penny Pysh have joined our 
choir!  It is always inspiring to have 
new members!  Welcome, Wilma 
and Penny! 

Blessings! 
Dan Pritchett 

 

    The Youth Group would like to 
thank everyone that supported 
their extremely successful Trunk or 
Treat event October 30th.  The 
community came out in numbers 
we hadn’t expected.  We had 
approximately 24 cars with their 
trunks decorated and the owners 
of those cars passed out candy to 
all that came by, some dressed in 
pretty amazing costumes.   
    There were games and snacks 
and contests  and awards and 
music and FUN! 
     The Burnison Family brought 
their animatronics, which really 
fascinated the kids...especially the 
adult kids. 
    The Youth Group did a great job 
sharing their church with the 
community, and they are grateful 
to all of the support they received 
from their church family. 
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excited!  
    That feeling of awe and wonder 
is still much the same for me today. 
I greet the falling snow as I did back 
then, with childlike enthusiasm and 
excitement. Then with delight, I pray 
for more snow, or that it won't end 
until sometime in January.  
    After mid-January, I am done 
with snow because there is the mat-
ter of driving in it. It is at that point 
that I say, "self"....and I know it's me 
because I can hear me......"what 
WERE you thinking?" 
    During this magical Advent sea-
son, let yourself see the deeper 
dance that is at play in your soul. 
God leads us to the babe in the 
manger, to wonder at the awe of 
His birth and with the promise of our 
eternal future. 

 Dear Lord, 
As we prepare to celebrate Your 

birth, let us have the awe and 
breathlessness that comes with the 

miracle. Let us strive to give the 
gifts of our time, talents, and treas-
ures to strengthen our faith in You. 
Provide hope for our fellow human 

beings and guide us to remember to 
always love one another as You 

love us.  Amen.  
Submitted by 

Annie MacDonald 
 

    Even though we are just entering 
Advent, we’d like you to also be 
thinking ahead to Lent, which ar-
rives February 26, 2023.  All of you 
reading this have  some meaningful 
and inspiring thought in your heart 
about the coming of Easter and 

what it means to you.  
We are asking you to  
write down those 
thoughts of Lent and 
send them to the office. 
Our goal is to publish in 

booklet form all the devotions we 
receive for our congregation to en-
joy each day of Lent. 
    We’ve done this in the past and 
those devotions were all so mean-
ingful because we knew the hearts, 
minds, and lives of those contribu-
tors.   
    It is our goal this upcoming East 

er season to once again, as we’ve 
done in the past, put together all of 
your thoughts about Easter into a 
booklet that we can publish and 
make available to anyone that 
would like one.   
    Be in prayer about it in the 
meantime, and sort through your 
personal experiences as a Chris-
tian following Jesus and share with 
all of your church family your 
words on the meaning, joy, strug-
gle, or blessing that Easter brings 
to you.  
    You can begin sending your 
submissions beginning December 
1st.  Just email them to Terry at 
sec@fccvalpo.org and they will be 
kept safe until the time the book-
lets are put together and pub-
lished.  Please don’t send your en-
try as a pdf file.  Cutting and past-
ing is sometimes difficult and in 
many cases impossible to work 
with requiring all of it to be retyped.   
     Annie MacDonald is leading the  
effort for the Congregational Devo-
tional Booklet for Lent to be re-
vived.  In the past, she remembers 
enjoying reading the thoughts and 
faith of the folks she worshiped 
with here at FCC, and that it has 
more meaning when you actually 
know the person whose message 
you are reading.  It’s wonderful to 
have Annie & Nikki back with us 
again, and you’ll love seeing  little 
Emma, Nikki’s daughter, in the 
Christmas program.   
    Time flies so please be thinking 
of what you would like to contrib-
ute to the First Christian Church 
Lenten Devotional for Easter 2023.    
     Call the office if you have any 
questions or we can help you in 
any way.      

  

    Ruth Lang is making plans to 
take the children of the church car-
oling in the neighborhood around 
the church following worship on 
Sunday, December 11th.  When 
they return, there will be cookies 
and hot chocolate to enjoy.  

    I live as though everything is a 
miracle. Every. Single. Thing. 
    In this holiday season's whirl of 
parties, presents, and feasting, do 
not forget the season is divinely 
inspired. Even if we have a spiritu-
al connection, we are often likely to 
focus simply on satisfying our de-
sires or at the very least denying 
them, ala Scrooge.  
    To achieve calmness this Ad-
vent season, work towards balanc-
ing both giving with receiving and 
material needs with food for the 
soul. Meditation is one way of cor-
ralling the soul back into balance. 
But any quieting of the mind can 
bring balance.  

"Rivers know this: There is no   
hurry. We shall get there some-

day." ~ Winnie the Pooh 
    As a child, when the snow be-
gan to fall in late November or ear-
ly December, I would pray for 
something measurable. I would 
wait for it to get dark, and then I 

would hang 
over the 
back of our 
living room 
sofa, my 
chin in my 
hands. With 

the lights turned out and in the 
dark silence, I would press my 
nose to the huge, cold picture win-
dow, gazing breathlessly at the 
beauty unfolding before me. The 
shimmering powder falling softly, 
the crystals reflecting in the filtered 
light of the streetlamps seemed 
like stardust in the air, covering the 
ground like a silvery blanket. What 
magic! Falling snow would leave 
me spellbound, wide-eyed, and 
praying for the purity of white to 
never end. Leaving the world look-
ing like a Christmas card cover.  
    The magic of that smooth, pris-
tine blanket of white, especially on 
a cold, clear night, would some-
times leave me almost in tears. I 
believe that same feeling must 
have been what the Magi felt as 
they followed the Star to the babe 
in the manger. The awe and won-
der leaving them breathless and 

January 24   
All Over But  
the Shoutin’  

by 
Rick Bragg 

February 28 
Huck Finn 

by 
Mark Twain 

March 28 
The Midnight 

Library 
by 

Matt Haig 
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    ALL men of the church are invit-
ed to attend the monthly Men’s 
Dinner.  This month the menu will 
include chicken and noodles with 
mashed potatoes.  If you would 
like to bring a dish to share or a 
dessert, that’s always welcomed 
but is certainly not a requirement 
to attend.  The theme for the din-
ner discussion is “Christmas Mem-
ories.”    We will meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall Tuesday, December 
13th, at 6:30.  If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact 
Mickey Koehler, (219) 840-1730.  

    Healthy delicious 
pecans are here 
and available for 
snacking, baking, and hostess 
gifts. Chocolate-covered (milk and 
dark) pecans are a steal at $9 and 
make perfect stocking stuffers.  
Pecan halves ($11/pound) are 
great for decorating holiday baked 

goodies or out-of-
hand eating; large 
pecan pieces ($10/
pound) are ideal for 
holiday baking. 
    Our traditional 
homemade Sugar 

‘n’ Spice pecans will be available 
very soon. Watch for them in the 
narthex.  
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    Many thanks to those of you who 
have helped with Thursday night 
meals for our New Creation 
guests.  Fifteen folks fixed some 
hearty meals for the men each 
week.  Chuck Worden made des-
sert every week and Mary Yelton 
and Mike Delliquadri provided 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
    Now it’s time to schedule volun-
teers to feed our guests in the new 
year.  I’m hoping to complete the 
schedule into April.  This fall our 
cooks only had to fix one meal  in 2 
1/2 months.  Meals are usually a 
main dish, casserole, or soup and 
two sides.  Could you help with a 
meal in the new year?  I try to 
schedule two folks each Thursday 
so grab a friend and let me know 
you will help. 
    Mickey Koehler (219) 840-1730, 
is also looking for additional super-
visory help the 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
Thursdays of each month.  Ideally, 
he would like two people each 
shift.  Shifts are 10 PM - 2 AM and 
2 AM - 7 AM.  Please let him know 
if you can help, even it’s one shift a 
month. 

Joyce Knauff 
(219) 241-8719 

    The All-Church Fall Bazaar is 
coming up in about two 
months!  Yikes!  Time for all of us 
to get busy.   

Make it!  Bake it!  Sew it!   
Grow it!  Paint it!   

Decorate it!  Create it!   
    We are looking for your creative 
gifts to provide wonderful things 
for this year’s Bazaar.   
Be watching for sign-up sheets in 
in October for additional ways you 
can contribute. 
    Saturday, November 5th, is the 
date, and it will run from 9:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   
    Besides a wide variety of craft 
items, offerings will include carry-
out beef stew, pie, all kinds of 
cookies (mix-and-match style), 
and a variety of house plants.   
    As has been the tradition for 
many, many years, raffle tickets 
will be available to win this year’s 
beautiful homemade quilt. Carole 
Horner, Joyce Knauff, and Ulrike 
Jannausch have  worked together 
to create this year’s beautiful quilt. 

 

    On Saturday, November 19th, 
members of the Church Council 
and staff, and others who have 
long experience in leadership here 
at FCC, gathered to dream 
together about where our church is 
going and how the future might 
look different, but yet resonate 
deeply with our past.  

    Our retreat was 
led by our 
Regional Minister, 
Rick Spleth. He 
told us stories of 
“ancestors” from 
our church: Red 
Clover, Mary 
Francis Babcock, 
Ron Gill, Charlie 
Steeves, and our 
recently departed 
brother-in-Christ, 

George Armstrong. Each has a 
legacy of service and hospitality 
that has shaped our church. Rick 
invited us into imaginative 
exercises to consider how we will 
carry on that legacy into the future 
– which he assured us was much 
brighter than some might think.  
    Often, we see how our church 
has changed and think things are 
on a downward trend. After all, 
attendance is much less than it 
was in the ‘80s or ‘90s. But, as 
Rick told us, it’s important to also 
acknowledge that we are in a 

much stronger position than many 
churches today. And a key 
strength Rick affirmed that we 
have is our power of imagination.    
    In our history, we helped form 
the first hospital in Porter County 
(today that carries on as Northwest 
Health-Porter); the first food 
pantry; and even helping start one 
of the schools that became the 
basis of Valparaiso University.    
    Even our current church building 
is a sign of our congregation’s 
imagination and courage. In each 

case, we found partners to help us 
bring these dreams into reality. 
    We were inspired by the 
exercises we did together and also 
by a dream Becky Springsteen, 
our incoming Vice President, 
shared – a bold idea about how we 
could expand services to our 
community. Some of us are 
meeting with others in our 
community this week to see what 
might come of Becky’s vision.   
There may be news about this 
effort in the near future.  Stay 
tuned! 
    Take a moment to go into the 
Fellowship Hall and read the 
“elevator speeches” we came up 
with to tell people about our 
church. How would YOU finish the 
phrase, “At First Christian Church 
we…” in ten additional words or 
less? 

 

    On the very 
first Sunday of 
Advent this past 
week, the 

beginning of our “Christian Year,” 
we had the joy of welcoming a new 
member, Michael Lopez, during 
worship. Michael has come to visit 
us several times over the last few 
months. Like so many, Michael 
told us that a friend’s invitation led 
to this wonderful moment last 
Sunday. In this case, the invitation 
came from Nikki Lawrence, our 
nursery coordinator, who grew up 
at FCC; but who only came back 
to attending regularly with her 
mom, Annie MacDonald, a few 
months ago. You’ll see Annie has 
a column in this edition of the Bell 
Tower, as she has regularly since 
the summer. New people bring 
new gifts and new joy to our 
church.  
     You may also notice other new 
faces: Kevin and Mary Cole joined 
our church a few weeks ago during 
worship. They usually have their 
grandkids, Benson and Scarlet 
with them.  
    Several others, both individuals 
and families, have joined outside 

of worship, by filling out the 
membership information and 
speaking with myself and one of 
our elders about their commitment 
to Christ and to our church 
community.  
    Jon and Lexi Berry usually sit in 
the back row with their girls. Joann 
Farber was the first person to join 
since I became pastor, and it’s 
wonderful to see her welcoming 
smile week after week.  On 
Halloween, my girls happened to 
knock on her door by chance. 
What a surprise!  
    These sorts of connections are 
what church is all about. How we 
become one out of many. How we 
see the light of God in one another 
and help it shine even brighter, we 
hope. 
    There are others, too. People 
who have been attending and 
even participating but haven’t quite 
taken the leap to join the church. 
Others have started to attend 
regularly after not being in church 
a lot in recent years. Their 
presence adds to and changes our 
community. It is the nature of 
growth, that it isn’t just about size, 
but about how we change – again, 
we hope, in positive, healthy ways.  
    Also exciting is the addition of a 
new member to our staff. Lani 
Januchowski began her time as 
our new Communications 
Coordinator November 29th. This 
is a new part-time position focused 
on digital communication and 
outreach – helping us share what’s 
going on within our church but, 
also, with the wider community in 
more creative and effective ways. 
    Look around for these new 
faces in our midst. Make sure to 
introduce yourself. Invite them to 
join your table at fellowship time 
after the service – maybe even 
grab lunch together after church. 
Invite them to the events you take 
part in, both in our church and 
outside of it. Maybe they’ll invite 
you, in turn, to try something new: 
to have the opportunity for new 
connections and new growth in 
your life.  
    Healthy churches grow, it is 
said.  It seems, folks, that we are a 
healthy church.  Praise be to God! 

Rev. Tim 

               
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 POINSETTIA ORDER  
This year we again invite you to purchase one or more poinsettias “in memory of” or “in 
honor of” a loved one.  We’ll enjoy them as sanctuary decorations until Christmas 
Eve; then you may take yours if you wish. These Poinsettias are $10. To contribute one 
(or more), fill out this form and a check to “First Christian Church” by Sunday, 
December 18th.   Drop them in the offering box or at the church office.  Thanks!     

           
                                                       # of Poinsettias _____________  X   $10.00   each  = $__________ total   
 

 In Memory of:__________________________   In Honor of:_________________________________  
 

Your Name: ___________________________   Your Phone #:  _______________________________ 

 I’d like to make a donation for decorations: 

$ __________________ 

 

    Thanks to a very generous church member’s 
donation, we now have a new and wonderful ad-
dition to the office entrance area.  As soon as the 
software is loaded onto the computer and staff 
receives training on the software, we will be able 
to program announcements, upcoming events, 
pictures of church activi-
ties, community events, 

and many other useful things to rotate on the 
screen in interesting and creative ways.  Imagine 
on Blood Drive days, as community members 
pass through the narthex to the Fellowship Hall, 
how many people will be reached with the activi-
ties and opportunities for worship here at FCC.   
    The upgrades and additions to all of our Audio/
Visual equipment has been a blessing from God 
and we are grateful for all of our new technology. 


